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Ju l y  13 ,  1993

Mr.  Car ter ,
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PaYment of the f ine f or the above-ref erenced vj-olation is
enclosed. For economic reasons, Co-Op Mining Company does not wish
t9."ppgal the decis ions resul t ing from the assessmenE conference on
this violation to the Board. coJop does, however, remit payment of
this v iolat ion under protest.

The assessment of  the violat ion resul ted in 20 occurrance
points.  I t  was held that the fol lowing events occurred:

Damage to Property
Environmental Harm
Water Pol lut ion

The violat ion was issued for a di tch being breached dur ing the
spring runof f due to ice buildup underneath the snow, Altt iough
water did leave Lhe ditch, t,he quantity of water was minimal . ghe

!a!er penetrated approximately 10 feet into the Bear Creek stream
buffer zone, but did not reaCir Bear Creek, approximately B0 feet
aYaY. The area contained coal f ines from pre:1aw disturbance and
mining which occurred in Bear Canyon.

Since the area contained pre-Iaw disturbance and t,he water did
not reach Bear Creek, Co-Op feels that the assessment of  the
occurrance of the events which the violated standard was designed
to prevent was incorrect,  and wish to document this.

Thank You,
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Wendel l  Owen,
Resident Agent
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